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though not by as largo a margin as the probable error in the
recorded birth rate. The Public Health Department, with tech-
nical assistance from the Rockefeller Foundation, established
a Health Unit at Hlegu, between Rangoon and Pegu, about
1930. One of the functions of this Unit was to keep a more
accurate check on vital statistics. An immediate result was a
very substantial apparent increase in both the birth rate and the
death rate!
MAI-ARIA
With the exception of Rangoon and a few other fortunate
spots, malaria is a scourge which affects the entire country, and
is undoubtedly the most important cause of illness and death.
A very large proportion of deaths reported by village head-
men are ascribed merely to "fever"7 without elucidation. Obser-
vers agree that malaria is much the most important type of
fever in most areas. For several years before the war there
was a special officer of the Public Health Department detailed
to study the mosquito and malaria problem of Burma, and
direct the campaign for its solution. The Department's anti-
malarial operations, however, were concentrated in the two
highly malarious areas of Akyab and Kyaukpyu, on the Arakan
coast, and Maymyo,3 and Lashio, in the Shan States. Minor
operations against malaria were carried out at Sandoway on the
Arakan coast, at Bhamo and Myitkyina in northern Burma, at
Promc, Shwcdaung, Henzada, and Syriam in Lower Burma,
and at Sal in in the Dry Zone.4 Thus* the Department had com-
menced work in almost all important sections of the country.
OTHER DISEASES
The other chief recorded causes of death in Burma were
cholera, smallpox, plague, dysentery, and the family of respira-
tory diseases, including" tuberculosis. The visitor must wonder
why anyone survives in the Burmese village at all, in view of
R Perhaps "highly malarious" overstates the case for Maymyo, Burma's
pleasant summer capital, but it accurately describes much of the Shan States,
including' Lashio.
* Annual Report of the Department of Public Health (Burma, 1939),